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alarm for the consequences The conspiracy was disarmed He had made enemies among the bad citizens , but he had deserved and he had won the gratitude of the good, and he stood secure behind the impregnable bulwaik of his country's love.
So Cicero, in the first effusion of self-admiration with which he never ceased to regard his conduct on this occasion No doubt he had acted bravely, and he had shown as much adroitness as courage But the whole truth was never told. The Senate's anxiety to execute the prisoners arose from a fear that the people would be against them if an appeal to the assembly was allowed The Senate was contending for the privilege of suspending the laws by its own independent will j and the privilege, if it was ever constitutional, had become so odious by the abuse of it, that to a large section of Roman citizens, a conspiracy against the oligarchy had ceased to be looked on as treason at all Cicero and% Cato had their way Lentulus, Cethegus, Autronms, and their companions weie sti angled in their cells, on the afternoon of the debate upon their fate A few weeks later Catiline's army was cut to pieces, and he himself was killed. So desperately his haggard bands had fought that they fell in their ranks where they stood, and never Roman commander gained a victory that cost him more dear So fuiious a resistance implied a motive and a purpose beyond any which Cicero or Sallust records, and the commission of inquiry suggested by Tiberius Neio in the Senate might have led to curious revelations The Senate perhaps had its own reasons for fearing such revelations, and for wishing the voices closed which could have made them 11